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The Pierre Bourdieu Photographic Archive : 
“Images d'Algérie”, 1957 – 1961 

 
Christine Frisinghelli 
 
Fondation Pierre Bourdieu / Courtesy: Camera Austria, Graz 
https://camera-austria.at/en/photoarchive-pierre-bourdieu/ 
 
Deposit and conservation by Camera Austria 2001 - 2022 : 
- Archiving and conservation measures 
- Documentation, storage and digitization 
- Exhibition and publication Camera Austria / Fondation Bourdieu 
- Conservation and communication advice for external use of works in exhibitions and 
publications. 
 
PIERRE BOURDIEU PHOTOGRAPHIC ARCHIVE - Corpus 1, 2001 :  
Presented by Franz Schultheis to Christine Frisinghelli and Manfred Willmann, 
Neuchâtel, July 7, 2001 
 
3 photo albums: Albums A and C with b/w prints, 24 cm x 24 cm each;  
Album B with contacts and small-format prints;  
Film-fixed photographs;  
1 folder approx. 30 cm x 40 cm with 30 cm x 30 cm b/w prints in plastic sleeves;  
1 folder containing 6 x 6 cm b/w negatives, stored in plastic slide pockets;  
1 folder with contact sheets of all negatives. 
 
Miscellaneous material: crystal paper sleeves (original negative storage);  
Transparencies for overhead projector “La maison Kabyle ou le monde renversé” ;  
1 NN illustrated written work archived in a ring binder. 
 
Negatives :  
706 negatives, 6 cm x 6 cm.  

https://camera-austria.at/en/photoarchive-pierre-bourdieu/
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6 negatives, 35 mm  
 
Original prints :  
142 original prints, including :  
- 116 black & white photographs with negative  
- 26 black & white photographs without negative 
 
Image size : 
108 black & white photographs in 24 cm x 24 cm format; classification: album A: 45; 
album C: 63 
34 black & white photographs, format 30 cm x 30 cm; classification: folder 
199 b/w prints between 6 cm x 6 cm and a maximum of 12.5 cm x 12.5 cm; storage: album 
B 
 
According to the interview with Pierre Bourdieu, the contact prints and large-format 
prints were made by a local photo lab in Algiers (late 1950s/early 1960s). 
 
 
2001 - 2003  
 
Documentation, editing + archiving Corpus 1 by Camera Austria 
 
- Reproduction (Xerox and analog photography) of prints and comments in albums (in 
2019, albums A + C were reconstituted using digital prints). 
- Prints written in pencil on reverse: Image title, negative number = file name. 
- Negatives and prints transferred to acid-free sleeves + archive boxes 
- Production of analog contact sheets 
- 13 cm x 18 cm analog prints from all negatives, labeled according to negative number 
and number of consecutive contacts. 
- Production of 18 cm x 24 cm masters from negatives without original prints, (as a 
template for scans of the selection for the book and exhibition), produced by Ms. 
Schlieber, Image and Sound Archive, UM Joanneum Graz.  
 
Labeling/designation of negatives and prints: 
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Negative numbering and consecutive numbering according to the contact sheet were 
retained;  
Prints without negatives were designated R (reproduction) and numbered 
consecutively from R 1 to R 26. 
 
To indicate the status of the photographic material in the archive, the archive number 
was supplemented by the following designation and assigned as a file name:  
 
A = Album, for 2 double pages of small prints in album B (without negative). 
L = Lasseube, for photographs of Béarn (partly without negative) 
N = Existing negative, no existing print 
O = Existing vintage print + existing negative; (from 2019 unified: N_P) 
R = Existing vintage print, no existing negative 
 
 
2002  
Digitization for book and exhibition prepared for 2003: 
 
315 high-resolution 300 dpi scans (double-sided) of vintage prints and masters, 
created in November 2002 by Repro Kolbl, Graz 
Numbering and naming of negative archives adopted as file names;  
 
2005  
700 low-resolution scans of all working prints created by Camera Austria, as 
information material for visitors to the exhibition in Algeria. 
 
ARCHIVES - FICHES D'ALGÉRIE 
given to Christine Frisinghelli, Paris, summer 2002 
 
On the occasion of a meeting with Marie-Christine Rivière at the Collège de France in 
summer 2002, a box of “Fiches d'Algérie” was given to Christine Frisinghelli.  
It contains notes taken by Pierre Bourdieu while working in the field, including first-
hand drawings of the “Kabyle House” and the list of “Male work - female work”; 
Publication, exhibition: both reproduced in the book Pierre Bourdieu Camera Austria 
2003 and integrated into the exhibition. 
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Processing: 
Repackaged in acid-free transparent sleeves, filed in 2 folders;  
Photocopies of all note sheets. 
 
Digitization: Only the objects used for the book and the exhibition have been digitized 
in high density; digitization of the quality sheets in low definition in 2021. 
 
 
PIERRE BOURDIEU PHOTOGRAPHY ARCHIVE - Corpus 2, 2017: 
Presented by Franz Schultheis to Christine Frisinghelli / Camera Austria, Graz, 
December 15, 2017  
 
Condition at time of handover: loose photographs in box; loose negatives in envelopes; 
no contact sheets; numbering of negatives partially existing. 
 
Negatives:  
288 negatives 6 cm x 6 cm 
5 negatives 35 mm 
 
Period prints:  
88 period prints, including :  
81 black & white photographs in 24 cm x 24 cm format (R = no negatives present). 
7 b/w photographs in 24 cm x 24 cm format (N_P = negative available) 
8 35 mm color slides 
1 color print 
17 working prints or contact prints 
7 black & white plates 
 
Documentation, editing and archiving Corpus 2 
 
- Photographically (digitally) documented prints for an initial overview 
- Print partially inscribed on verso (by Pierre Bourdieu?) in pencil: image title, partial 
dating 
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- Camera Austria adds a negative number = file name 
- Prints in acid-free sleeves 
- Analog contact sheets created 
 
From 2021 : 
Total number of prints and negatives in the Pierre Bourdieu archives : 
 
Vintage prints: a total of 230 large-format vintage prints, including : 
135 b/w photographs with negative (N_P) 
95 b/w photographs without negative (R). 
Other items : 
37 small-format b/w photographs without negative (A) 
18 b/w contact prints of Lasseube (L), some without negative 
09 35 mm color slides 
161 b/w contact prints or small prints from negatives 
Negatives: a total of 859 6cm x 6cm negatives with no existing prints 
 
By mid-2021, the total number of photographs (motifs) is 1018. 
2019 New digitization of the entire archive 
 
May - September 2019 under the supervision of Kurt Kaindl, Fotohof-Archiv 
(Creation of raw data and minor corrections). 
 
Statistics on reproductions and scans: 
1) Reproductions of original or mounted prints  
A_ 37 files A = Album, from 35mm prints, without negative.  
L_ 18 files = Lasseube, scan of a contact print, partially without negative. 
R_ 95 files Old photographs without negative 
 
2) Scans of negatives and slides : 
C_ 09 files color slides 
N_ 994 files B/W negatives 
 
The digital archive currently comprises a total of 1153 objects 
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The following data sizes are archived:  
- TIFF originals, uncompressed data, for large enlargements yet to be processed.  
- Print resolution: Jpeg, approx. 7000 pixels, 90% compression. 
- Press / projection resolution: Jpeg, 3000 pixels, 75% compression. 
- Web resolution: Jpeg, 1000 pixels, 75% compression. 
 
 
Book “Pierre Bourdieu. Images d'Algérie”.  
Editors: Franz Schultheis, Christine Frisinghelli. 
 
2003 French edition: “Images d'Algérie. Une affinité éléctive”, Paris: Actes Sud. 
2003 German edition: “In Algerien. Zeugnisse der Entwurzelung”, Graz: Camera Austria. 
2011 Spanish edition, Madrid: Círculo de Bellas Artes. 
2012 Italian edition, Rome: Carocci, in collaboration with the University of Bologna. 
2012 English edition, New York: Columbia University Press. 
2017 Greek edition, Athens: Alexandria Publications. 
 
Exhibition : 
Jan. 2003 Institut du Monde Arabe, Paris: 1st version of the exhibition, 100 photos, texts. 
Oct. 2003 Camera Austria, Graz: final version of exhibition, 150 photographs, texts 
Exhibition tour 2003 - 2021: see attachment 
 
Curators / Copyright: 
Exhibition and book project “Pierre Bourdieu. Images d'Algérie” was Camera Austria's 
contribution to the ‘Graz 2003 - European Capital of Culture’ program. 
 
In addition to Franz Schultheis and Christine Frisinghelli, Seiichi Furuya (photographer), 
Maren Lübbke-Tidow (art historian), Anja Rösch (artist) and Manfred Willmann 
(photographer, President of the Camera Austria Association) played a significant role in 
the book and exhibition design.  
 
Responsible for conservation, publication and licensing: Christine Frisinghelli. 
Archiving, filing, internal documentation: Christine Winkler. 
Organization of exhibition tour: Camera Austria, Graz, Austria. 


